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At the meeting, the Nominating Committee presented its slate for consideration. The
following members of the Board of Trustees were elected by acclamation: Vice President
Melissa Verdier, Treasurer Michael Santulli, Recording Secretary Josina van der Maas, Trustees
Maryann Condon, Scott Fernqvist, JoAnn Langham, Richard Major, Norman Tunnell, and
Jane Wood.

The revised Constitution of the Society was adopted.
The guest speaker for the afternoon was Patrick Raftery, currently the assistant librarian

and manager of the Westchester County Historical Society and co-editor of the society’s
journal, The Westchester Historian. Mr. Raftery has published extensively on the history of
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Westchester with a focus on Revolutionary War sites and historical cemeteries. He has a 3-volume work on the
cemeteries of Westchester County which is currently available for purchase.

His presentation, entitled “A SERIOUS UNDERTAKING – The Cemeteries of Pound Ridge and Environs:
A Not-So Grave Discussion of Living History”— was illustrated by a slide show exploring the many cemeteries found
throughout Pound Ridge. Before the 1850s, one could be buried anywhere and many families had family burial plots on their
properties. Today, special permission must be obtained from the Westchester County’s Board of Legislators.

Some of the noteworthy graves include Jonathan Brown, buried on Barnegat Road, who was the father of one of the first
three men awarded the Purple Heart for service in the Battle of Yorktown during the Revolutionary War. Another is the
gravesite of Samuel Dann in the Danntown Cemetery on Lower Trinity Pass, which is the second oldest in Westchester.

Pound Ridge’s original settlers were from Connecticut, so the New England concept of a community burial ground was
instituted. Fieldstone was originally used for gravestones. After the Revolutionary War, sandstone was used. In the later 19th
century, marble became a popular material; however, it does not age well which may be why Pound Ridge cemeteries are
generally in better condition than most cemeteries in Westchester County.

Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War and
in honor of the enlisted men of Pound Ridge who served

This very special exhibit pays tribute to the 109 men of Pound
Ridge, almost 32% of the male population (18 and over) of Pound
Ridge, who, in 1861, bravely served the Union.

A special video exhibit highlights pages from the diary of Sgt.
George E. Dixon, who stood guard over the Lincoln conspirators
and witnessed their court trial and execution.

We also honor First Sgt. Thomas J. Murphy of Pound Ridge,
recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor, our country’s
highest military award.

Enhancing the exhibit are original illustrations by artist Don
Spaulding, authentic Union uniforms, firearms and other fascinating Civil War memorabilia.

The exhibit is curated by Ebie Wood, Richard Major, Denis Harrington, Timi Parsons and
Joyce Butterfield with special assistance from Don Spaulding.

The Pound Ridge Museum is open every weekend through December 4th from 2:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m. (or by special appointment). Closed on holidays, in case of inclement weather or
power failures.
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Each year, the Pound Ridge Historical Society is pleased to award a
$1,000 scholarship to each of two graduating Pound Ridge seniors who
have excelled in History studies.

This year’s recipients are Marc Cianciola and Roxanne Rappaport,
pictured with Society Vice President Melissa Verdier. In the fall, Marc
will be attending George Washington University and Roxanne will be
attending Cornell University.

Congratulations and we wish you well in your future endeavors.

The Society was carried forward by the dedication and volunteer work of its Board, docents, members and friends.
Highlights of the past year include:
• The Pound Ridge Museum

The exhibit for the year was about Beverly Bender and her extraordinary family, 1928-2010. Between 50 and 60
visitors attended the opening. Docents continue to volunteer on the weekends. Display pedestals have been
refurbished and an 1853 flag was purchased for the Museum entrance.

• The Society
• Many acquisitions have been donated to the archives. Two include: The John Holmes Sawmill Ledger of 1805-
1815 was photographed and placed on a disk. A framed poster of the Lockwood estate sale listed many of the
family’s possessions for sale. Over 1,600 acquisitions have been accessioned.
• Eleven photographs belonging to Hiram Halle are on loan to the Museum of the City of New York for exhibit
purposes.
• Publications, posters and postcards continue to be sold from the Museum. Historical maps have again been
reprinted.
• Again this year, we participated in the Memorial Day Parade using our new banner. The Pendulum is published
seasonally.
• Road lists of 1789-1799 and 1806-1830, and marriage records for the years 1888-1907 are now available to
researchers. Many requests for ancestry research have been answered. Approximately 1,000 town documents are
now in the process of being scanned for research purposes.
• The Society held an historic bus ride for members and friends after last year’s annual meeting.
• Three third-grade classes from the Pound Ridge Elementary School participated in historic bus tours through
Pound Ridge. Each student received a tour booklet to take home to their family.
• Two Fox Lane students, one senior boy and one senior girl, each received a $1,000 scholarship for excellence in
social studies.

Our Goal This Coming Year
Have more of our Pound Ridge neighbors and businesses support us by becoming members of the Society.

Our Wish List
Refurbish the Archival Room/Collections in Conant Hall.

We welcome new members and thank those who supported us and those who volunteered this past year. Special
thanks to the Town for its support and help.

Yours for historical preservation and education,

President

Congratulations to
2011 Scholarship Recipients

31-Star Flag —
see article on Page 3



Several trustees of the Pound Ridge Historical Society have volunteered to catalogue early documents relating to
Pound Ridge history. Further, these documents will be scanned while recording names and other pertinent
information for easy research. For your interest, we have transcribed an 1840 document whereby town officials
issued a licquor permit to Samuel Hoyt in 1840 .

Know all men by those present that we Samuel Hoyt and Willard Weed of the town of
Poundridge in the County of Westchester are held and firmly bound with the people of the State of
New York in the penal sum of one hundred and twenty five dollars for the payment of which sum to
the said people we bind ourselves our heirs executors and administrators jointly and severally firmly by
those present sealed with our seals and dated this 4th day of May 1840

The condition of this obligation is such that whereas the said Samuel Hoyt proposes to keep an inn
or tavern in the house occupied by him in said town and has made application to the commissioners of
excise of said town for a license to sell strong and spirituous liquors and wines during the coming year
to be drunk in his said house – now therefore if the said Samuel Hoyt during the time shall keep an
inn or tavern shall not suffer it to be disorderly or suffer any cock fighting gaming or playing with
cards or dice or keep any billiard table or other gaming table within the tavern so by him kept or in
any outhouse yard or garden belonging thereunto him this obligation to be void otherwise of force.

Sealed and delivered Samuel Hoyt
In presence of Willard Weed

Alanson Ferris
We the Commissioners of excise of the
Town of Poundridge approve of the security of this foregoing bond.

Horatio Lockwood. Supervisor
Aaron B Fancher Justice

Our “New” 1853 Flag

License for an Inn/Tavern to Lockwood/Hoyt
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Marching in the parade with our new PRHS banner,
Joyce Butterfield, Michael Santulli, Melissa Verdier,

and Vince Manna and his family members

In Memoriam,
Wilma Rogalin

The Society has lost a most loyal supporter
and worker with the death this Spring of

Wilma Rogalin. A tireless volunteer, Wilma’s smile
was familiar to many as a greeter at our Antiques

Shows as well as an ever-cheerful election official at
the polls. Her infectious enthusiasm made her a
valued helping hand and docent throughout her

years as a proud Pound Ridge resident.

Memorial Day 2011

GOD’S COUNTRY coming soon
to a Museum near you!

If you missed the second reprint of Jay Harris Hess’ definitive
history of Pound Ridge, God’s Country, the third printing of the
book will available for only $70 each. The hardbound book,
complete with dust cover, is a full-sized facsimile reproduction of
the original.

You may pick up a copy at the Museum on Saturday or Sunday
from 2-4 p.m. Or, you can order the book via email or directly from
the Society by mail. There is a nominal charge of $8 for mailing.
Please make checks payable to the Pound Ridge Historical Society.

When the Museum is open,
flying in front of it will be a
newly acquired flag that was
made in 1853. This 31-star flag
was the flag used in 1853 at the
time our Museum building was
built, and was the design used
from 1851-1859 at which time
California became the 32nd
state.

Built in 1853 as a Lecture
Room associated with the
Presbyterian Church (now

Conant Hall), the room was
erected on the site of the
District 5 schoolhouse, after a
new schoolhouse was built on
the current site of the Hiram
Halle Library. The Female
Sewing Society raised the money
to construct the Lecture Room.
In 1921, the building was sold to
the Town for use as a Town Hall.
Since 1983, the Town has leased
the building to the Society for
its history museum.
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Editor•RuthdeSolaMendes

Be Connected!
Make a connection with the past and present history of YOUR town.
JOIN FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, already members of the Pound Ridge Historical Society,

and explore the variety and uniqueness that are Pound Ridge. We have a variety of activities and
programs, all aimed at keeping you in touch with Pound Ridge and its fascinating roots.

Join us and call us at 764-4333.
Please send your membership dues check payable to The Pound Ridge Historical Society to:

Membership Chair
Pound Ridge Historical Society

P.O. Box 51, Pound Ridge, NY 10576

Thank you!

For membership year January 1 through December 31, 2011

Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________

Town__________________________State/ZIP _________________Phone ( )___________________

�� Individual (thru 62) $25    ��  Individual (over 62) $20        �� Family $40*         ��  Patron $50        
�� Sponsor $100       �� Sustaining (Individual) $250        �� Life (Individual) $500        ��  Business $40  

* Youth Membership is included for children up to 18. 

POUNDRIDGEAND
THECIVILWAR

Visit this fascinating multi-media exploration
of how the Civil War affected Pound Ridge,
and how Pound Ridge soldiers contributed 

to the Union’s efforts.


